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 Over four decades have passed since the social movements of the late 1960s and early 

1970s impacted college and university campuses across the United States.  Indeed, the civil 

rights and anti-war movements of the era radicalized a whole generation of students and 

teachers at prominent universities, such as Harvard, Cornell, University of California at 

Berkeley, and Kent State.  Since then, scholars and the public at large have accepted the view 

that most students and campuses became radicalized in favor of these social movements.  

Prominent scholarly works by Melvin Small, Charles DeBenedetti, Nancy Zaroulis, Gerald 

Sullivan, and Seymour Martin Lipset ably retell the origins of the antiwar movement, the 

ways that student activists organized, and the struggles that women, African-Americans, and 

students faced on campuses as they participated in social movements.  In particular, Lipsetôs 

Rebellion in the University remains the classic work on student and faculty political activism 

during the 1960s and 1970s, and this work has profoundly impacted how we view students 

and student activism.  Even today, most are familiar with the eraôs iconic images, such as 

large student protests, óhippiesô dressed in headbands and tie-dye, and massive antiwar 

rallies. 

At the same time, however, the images that are so readily associated with the late 

1960s and early 1970s are disproportionate to how the majority of students actually behaved.  

Focusing on some of the more radical student activists tends to ignore the experiences of 

other groups of young people, such as those of right wing students, students apathetic to 

protests and demonstrations, and students that used bilateral communication with the 

administrators have not been emphasized enough.  Indeed, recent research has shown that 

although college students were crucial as organizers within the social movements of the era, 





day and wanted to promote changes on campus.
3
  

The Campus “Family” 

Since its founding in 1934, JU has been a private school with a low number of 

enrolled students.  Between 1966 and 1971, the highest total number of students during one 

semester was in 1970 with 3137 students enrolled.  The average number of students attending 

JU during those years was 2660.
4
  By comparison, in 1970, fifty colleges had at least fifteen 

thousand students, and eight universities had more than thirty thousand enrolled.  It was not 

peculiar to have two thousand students taking an introductory psychology course at one of 

these larger public schools.
5
   

The smaller class sizes and limited numbers at JU allowed students, faculty, and 

administrators to interact more on a daily basis.  This attracted many students to JU.  In one 

1967 article, Merrill Haber, a student reporter extolled the virtues of a small campus and 

noted that at larger schools, when one enters as a freshmen, students are treated as ña 

numberò and that this was who they were ñto the faculty and administration for your 

university duration.ò  Moreover, she explained, when students graduate from a large 

university, students are forever known as a number and that ñtheir life, along with their 

dreams, aspirations, and personality, are summarized by a number on a little card and then 

herded out the doors.ò  This was not the case at JU, Haber argued, and equated the campus to 

a nuclear family.
6
 

The administration and student body at Jacksonville University during the 1960s 
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tended to be socially and politically conservative, reflective of its neighborhood. The campus 

is located in Arlington, which was at the time predominantly white, southern Baptist, 

suburban area of metro Jacksonville.
7
  During the 1960s and 1970s, many students were 

active in fraternities, sororities, and student government.  These campus organizations played 

an important role on campus, because there was little to do beyond Greek life.
8
  They were 

the center of campus activities, sports, and social gatherings.  The Student Government 

Association tried to enliven campus life by booking live entertainment for the school, such as 

Dionne Warwick, 5
th

 Dimension, and Tommy James and the Shondells.  

While many student protest organizations thrived on college campuses in the US 

during the 1960s, these types of organizations failed to take hold at JU.  JUôs students never 

formed politically charged student organizations, neither politically far left nor far right.  

Traditional political groups, such as the Young Democrats and the Young Republicans, had 

established clubs that had varied in strength year to year.
9
 Some socially progressive groups 

formed, such as the Arab Student Organization (ASO) and the Student Peace Union (SPU).  

The ASO was established to further the understanding of Arabic culture and to have an open 

exchange of ideas on campus.
10

  The SPU was mostly a moderate political group that JU 

hosted briefly in 1968.
11

  The only student organization considered politically radical was the 

Student Mobilization Committee (SMC), which advocated the immediate and total 

withdrawal of all American troops from Southeast Asia.  They sought to achieve this goal via 

legal, non-violent protests.  Its founders of the SMC opened their doors to all students who 
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wanted to join; however, not many did, and it was defunct shortly after it was created.
12

  The 

SMCôs leadership had brought the Vietnam Moratorium to campus in 1969, but the SMC 

disbanded after the election of Richard Nixon in 1972.
13

  

Civil Rights 

In the early 1960s, JU was forced to confront the issue of racial integration on its 

campus.  Since 1934, the university had not had an African-American student, and 

administrators resisted the idea by the 1960s.  In 1958, Franklyn Johnson, JUôs President 

between 1956 to 1963, had commented that, ñIt (JU) has no intention for the foreseeable 

future of accepting colored students.ò
14

  By 1962, there were still no African-American 

students enrolled, and it was one of only two Florida universities that had not integrated, the 



presidency vacant.
18

 

The assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. raised some awareness about issues 

affecting African-American students at JU.  Sadness of the tragic event was reflected among 

the student body on campus.  On May 31
st
, 1968, the student editors of The Navigator 

dedicated a special issue to JUôs African-American students.  This particular issue contained 

various articles and letters written and reprinted about African-American themes.
19

  Still, 

perhaps because of the small number of African-American students, discussion of civil rights 

issues remained largely muted. 

The Vietnam War 

One of the most controversial and divisive subjects during the 1960s and 1970s was 

the involvement of thousands of US soldiers in Vietnam.  Protesters rallied in cities and 

campuses across the United States.  JUôs campus did not experience violent protests, riots, 

and bombings.  Still, many students expressed strong opinions about the war.  As early as 



faculty, and administrators an opportunity to read student opinions on different issues 

ranging from federal government policies and important campus issues.
20

 

Between 1968 and 1969, The Navigator took opinion polls of the students to get a 

better understanding of where the JU campus stood on the Vietnam War.  By early 1968, 

student opinion had clearly shifted in favor of a withdrawal from Vietnam.  In one poll, fifty-

two percent wanted a phased or immediate withdrawal of troops, fifteen percent wanted to 

maintain or slight increase, and thirty-three percent wanted an all out military effort in the 

war.  With regard to continued US bombing campaigns, forty-seven percent wanted to slow 

or stop all bombing, thirty-three percent wanted an increase, and nine percent wanted to use 

nuclear weapons on the North Vietnamese.
21

  When editors posed the question about US 

troop involvement in Vietnam in 1969, the figures had dramatically changed to seventy-nine 

percent of the students in favor of a phased or immediate withdrawal, and twelve percent 

wanted an escalation.
22

  

During the latter part of the 1960s, many students at JU expressed stronger anti-war 

opinions.  Between 1968 and 1969, Fred Davis had four letters published in the student 

forum, mostly criticizing the editorial staff at The Navigator for being too conservative.  In 

one pointed letter, Davis complained that the paper was on a ñpro-fraternity, pro-Vietnam pig 

war kickò because it had reported on the Vietnam Moratorium in ñstraight news terms 

without taking no kind of stand on this horrible conflict.ò
23

  Davis continued to write future 

letters that discussed how he had hoped to ñinitiate a reform movement against the filthy 

fascist rag,ò and that he ñdoesnôt dig those catsò for using his last name because, it made him 
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feel like he was in a ñfascist organization like the army.ò
24

  In 1968, Merrill Haber, wrote a 

controversial arti





library, and cafeterias, and they were required to be clean cut and shaven.
34

  Over seven-

hundred students participated in the vote, and ninety-two percent of those who voted wanted 

more freedom in the dress code or no dress code at all.  The dress code was re-written with 

concessions to match studentsô requests, and the administration implemented the policy 

during the following semester.
35

 

Satisfied with the dress code concessions, students then moved to change the quality 

of food service.  Students constantly complained about the cafeteriaôs hours of operation and 

the quality of the food.  In November 1967, the Dorm Council encouraged students to write 

Dean Corbin and issue their complaints.  Over two-hundred students wrote letters and 

submitted them to the dean requesting that he contemplate their arguments.
36

  President 

Robert Spiro and Dean Corbin considered issues brought to their attention, and by the end of 

December, all demands had been met.  Two lines were developed for quicker service, the 

food was to be prepared with less grease, the hours of operation were extended, and the 

meals would be kept hot.  One student praised the administration, indicating that ñit is very 

likely we have more freedom of expression at this location than on any other campus in the 

country.ò
37

 

After the dress code was changed in the late 1960s, students dressed how they felt 

best represented them.  The movement had noticeably emerged when students returned from 





 

 Still, the administration could not always manage student dissent, and in 1970 it was 

book form.  Student editors published an unauthorized version of JUôs annual yearbook, the 

Riparian, and this immediately touched off a conflict between administrators and students.  

The yearbook featured material that was a few studentôs artistic statement of what a yearbook 

should be.  The back and front covers were decorated with a purple tie-dye pattern.  The 

second page was blank white with the words óall we areô in black print.  The following were 

similar to the second, but with the words, ósaying is,ô on the fourth, and ógive peace a 

chance,ô on the sixth.  In between these pages were pictures, such as a peace symbol on page 

three, a dove on page five, and a devilish caricature of President Richard Nixon on page 

seven.  Every section of the yearbook had a new tarot card corresponding with the beginning 

of different sections.  The title page for the fraternities and sororities was a picture of a 

woman from her shoulders to her mid-section with all the 



represented.  

In response, the Board of Trustees authorized six thousand dollars for a revised 

reissued yearbook.  The result was the size of a thick pamphlet, to supplement the yearbook.  

The Riparian editor that year was Robyn Moses, and after it was released, the administration 

contemplated holding her degree.  The Riparian faculty advisor and Professor of English, 

Wilma Horton, pleaded ignorance to the whole issue, but Moses insisted that she had 

approved everything but the naked girls.  The unsold editions of the yearbook, over 100 

copies, were later destroyed.
43

  

The administration also had a difficult time in managing student opinion when it 

came to the issue of mandatory student attendance for convocations.  In the late 1960s, 

students were growing restless about attendance policies to campus events.  In the first place, 

if students did not attend convocation, they were charged five dollars.  Students also openly 

complained that the event ran too long.  After the 1967 convocation, one student shouted, 

ñthank god itôs over,ò when the last speaker finished.
44

  However, in March 1969, a group of 

students decided not to attend the convocation and chose instead to stage a ósit-outô just 

outside of the ceremony in order to demonstrate against an event that they believed had no 

pertinent meaning to them.  It began with two students but shortly grew into a larger protest 

of thirty.  The instructor honored that day was Gerson Yessin, named the Teacher of the 

Year, who performed Chopin and Liszt instead of delivering a speech.
45

  A week later, 

student leaders called for reforms to the system, and Dean Corbin and President Spiro 

organized a meeting open to the public.  Spiro argued that convocations should still be 
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mandatory to maintain a sense of family.
46

 

Conclusion 

The thirty students that participated in the sit-out and the hundreds who demonstrated 

in the Vietnam Moratorium were part of the boldest protests on Jacksonville Universityôs 

campus.  Both represented challenges to the status quo, and they were intended to challenge 

authority and entrenched campus policies.  However, it would be a mistake to suggest these 

events represent the whole of student activism during the 1960s and 1970s.   

In reality, the vast majority of student opinion about campus or national issues flowed 

through traditional channels, such as newspapers.  The administration, especially President 

Spiro, managed to reach out to address studentsô concerns before they grew too unwieldy to 
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