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Department and the Government Advocacy Practice Group at Patton Boggs in Washington, D.C. 

(2005-2012), and continued there as a partner while serving as Brooklyn Law School dean (2012-

2018), before joining Dentons (2015-2022). Prior to joining Patton Boggs, he was a partner at 

Latham & Watkins, where he established and chaired the firm’s Global Government Relations 

Group (1993-2004). 

BLS created the Nicholas W. Allard Endowed Faculty Chair in Global Legal Studies "to honor the 

immediate past President and Dean who increased the School's international reach and 

engagement". The Law School dedicated his portrait on June 5, 2019, which hangs in the Faculty 

and Board room. Nick is the recipient of multiple other honors and awards for his academic and 

professional work, including the Service Award presented jointly by the Brooklyn Bar Association, 

the Brooklyn Women's Bar Association, and the Kings County Criminal Lawyers Association; the 

City & State 2017 "Brooklyn Influencers" list; top ranking in "Government Relations" by 

Chambers USA from 2012 to 2015; a 2010 Visionary Award from the National Journal-Legal 

Times; recognition as one of D.C.'s "Top Lobbyists" by The Hill from 2008 to 2013; Super Lawyers 

list by The Washington Post, 2012 to 2015; a Hermes Award for Contribution to Study of 

Communications from the Syracuse University College of Law; and multiple distinctions from 

Princeton, including receiving the annual Award for Service to Princeton when he was the 

president of the 25th reunion class.  In 2020 the governing faculty body of Merton College elected 

Nick as a Bodley Fellow for distinction and service. In 2021 he was appointed as an advisor to 

Lucy Cavendish College, Cambridge University’s newest and Britain’s flagship college for access 

and inclusion. He now serves on the College’s foundation. 

Nick began his legal career after receiving his BA from Princeton University's School of Public 

and International Affairs, an MA in Politics, Philosophy and Economics from Oxford University 

(Rhodes Scholar), and a JD from Yale Law School. He served as a law clerk in San Francisco with 

Chief United States District Judge Robert F. Peckham and in Washington, D.C. with United States 

Appellate Judge Patricia M. Wald. Nick worked on Capitol Hill as senior staff for United States 

Senators Edward M. Kennedy and Daniel Patrick Moynihan.  

Nick is recognized by peers and the media as a thought leader in higher education, law, government 

relations and politics. He frequently appears as a contributor to and is quoted in the world’s major 

news and media outlets in print, on television and radio, and popular online media on a range of 

topics. He has served on numerous academic boards, taught, and lectured at several graduate 

schools and universities, and published numerous articles on a broad range of issues, including 

trends in higher education, internet law, new media, privacy, politics, and lobbying regulation. At 

BLS he taught Government Advocacy, Privacy Law in a Digital World, and Introduction to Legal 

Process. Among volunteer civic activities he is a Trustee of Washington D.C.’s Shakespeare 

Theatre Company, and a Director of Making Every Vote Count, a non-profit nonpartisan 

organization. Nick has held several leadership roles with the ABA, including its Standing 

Committee on the Law Library of Congress (2011-present, Chair 2021-), its Communications 

Committee (Chair, 2019-21), and the ABA Standing Committee on Government Affairs, which 

represents the profession and law schools before Congress. A profile of Nick’s public service was 

featured in the ABA’s Public Interest Law Policy Newsletter. 
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HONORABLE ROBERT F. PECKHAM, CHIEF JUDGE--LAW CLERK U.S. District Court 

for the Northern District of California (1979-1980).  

 

ADMITTED TO PRACTICE 

New York and the District of Columbia - All Courts 

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California  

U.S. Court of International Trade 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit 

U.S. Supreme Court of the United States  

 

EDUCATION  

YALE UNIVERSITY J.D. (1979); Director, Thomas Swann Barrister’s Union; John C. Gallagher 

Trial Competition; Research Assistant to Professors Owen M. Fiss, Guido Calabresi, Frederick M. 

Rowe. (Transferred from Georgetown University Law Center (1977)). 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY M.A. (1976); Rhodes Scholar; Politics, Philosophy, and Economics at 

Merton College (Including International Relations, International Economics, Political Theory and 

the Law of War); Captain, Merton College Rowing Team; Merton Rugby Team; Oxford University 

Ice Hockey Team.  

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY A.B. (1974); Honors, Princeton School of Public & International 

Affairs (formerly the Woodrow Wilson School); Detwiler Class of 1903 Prize; Chairman, the 

Honor Committee; Senior Class President; Chairman, Undergraduate Assembly; Sophomore Class 

President; Member, University Council; Rugby and Club Ice Hockey teams; Hal Lumis Memorial 

Band Award; Captain, Dormitory & Food Services dining hall and bakery staff. 

 

DISTINCTIONS INCLUDE:  

Rhodes Trust Global Alumni Advisory Board, elected to represent North America (2022-) 

Advisor to President Dame Madeline Atkins, Lucy Cavendish College, Cambridge University 

(2021 -  ) Appointed to the college’s Foundation. 

Bodley Fellow, elected by the governing body of Merton College, Oxford University (2020) 

Nicholas W. Allard Endowed Faculty Chair in Global Legal Studies (Established “to honor the 

immediate past President and Dean of Brooklyn Law School who expanded the Law School's 

international reach and engagement”) (2019); Portrait dedicated (2019) 
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“Change is Nothing New Teaching Public Policy”, 65 St. Louis U. L.J. 511 (2022) (annual teaching 

series); “Mad About the First Amendment, Our Beacon of Liberty, Equality and Democracy”, 61 

Washburn L.J. 45 (2022); Book Review: “Governor Fob James of Alabama / Making Headway on 

Constitutional Rights 1979-1980 / A Legal Advisor’s Perspectives” by Michael D. Waters, The 

American Oxonian (Winter 2022); “Sweet Are the Uses of Adversity”, 52 U. TOL. L. REV. 197 

(Biennial Symposium on Leadership in Legal Education (2021). 

“Perils and Pearls of Humor Teaching Law” Chapter in Teaching Law with a Sense of Humor, 

(2021), “How Can Uses of Adversity Be Sweet?”, Rhodes Scholar Magazine (2021); “McConnell 

to Trump: Brush Up Your Shakespeare”, Pro Bono Barrister, Brooklyn Daily Eagle (March 5 & 

February 23, 2021)”; “We and Congress Can Come Together and Agree Trump Was Wrong, Pro 

Bono Barrister, Brooklyn Daily Eagle (January 26, 2021); Letter to the Editor “Examining the 

pardon power”,  Washington Post (December 29, 2020);ñHelp Wanted: Lawyers for the Future of 

All People”, Pre-Law Magazine (Fall 2020); “We Need a Commission to Fix Our Voting System 

- Now”, (with James K. Glassman), USA Today (December 2, 2020); “Conventional Values Prevail 

in Unconventional Ways and Surreal Times”, Pro Bono Barrister, Brooklyn Daily Eagle 

(November 20, 2020); “E-Voting Could Be Faster, Cheaper, More Accurate Than Voting In-Person 

Or By Mail”, (with John Gentry), TECHNATIVE (October 21, 2020); Techzone360 (September 

30, 2020);  “Goodbye But Not Farewell Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg”, Pro Bono Barrister, 

Brooklyn Daily Eagle (September 23, 2020); “Improving Law For The Future By Adapting 

Education And Practice To The Certain Uncertainty Of Our World”, Sphere (St. Petersburg 

International Legal Forum Xth Anniversary Observance, Fall, 2020); “Act Now, Avert More Bar 

Exam Chaos Later”, Jurist Magazine (August 26, 2020); “ABA Must Seize Opportunity to 

Respond to Bar Chaos”, Op Ed,  Law360  (July 31, 2020); “Should We Raze the Bar? No-We 

Should Make It Better!”, Op Ed, New York Law Journal (July 27, 2020); ñSilver Linings for 

November… [the] beautiful insistence of those born to freedom.”, Pro Bono Barrister, Brooklyn 

Daily Eagle (June 29, 2020); Letter to the Editor, “We Need Transparency from Trump”, The 

Washington Post (May 19, 2020); “When the Coronavirus Strikes Someone Near and Dear”, Pro 

Bono Barrister, Brooklyn Daily Eagle (April 14, 2020). 

“Law is the Great Lever of Progress” prelaw Magazine and National Jurist Magazines (Fall 2019); 

Letter to the Editor: “A Silver Lining to the Impeachment Saga…”, The Washington Post 

(November 24, 2019). “Letter to the Editor: “Impeachment Hearing A Have You No Sense of 

Decency Moment,” The New York Times (November 15, 2019). "Love's Labors Found", 50 U. 

TOL. L. REV 199 (Biennial Symposium on Leadership in Legal Education) (2019); “It’s Risky 

Business Defending An Impeached President”, Pro Bono Barrister, Brooklyn Daily Eagle 

(November 4, 2019); “Defending an Impeached President”, The Hill (October 17, 2019); “Old 

lessons for Mueller hearings about listening and learning”, Brooklyn Daily Eagle (July 25, 2019); 

“Brooklyn Law School honors former law school Dean Allard with portrait hanging ceremony” 

(excerpts of remarks), Brooklyn Daily Eagle (July 6, 2019).  Presentations in Conjunction with the 

IXth Annual St. Petersburg International Legal Forum (St. Petersburg Russia) Include: “A Letter 

to Nicky” at the program on “Transformation of the Legal Paradigm in the Context of 

Globalization: A Philosophical View” (May 17, 2019), excerpts reprinted in the Brooklyn Daily 

Eagle (July 17, 2019); “The Common Ground in A Civil World:  The Universal Role of Judges in 
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Father William B. Farrell 1867-1930:  Fighting Anti-Catholicism, Waterfront Gangsterism and 

Government Corruption in New York (2017); Op-Ed: “How Trump should respond to the Cork 

Wine Bar lawsuit,” The Washington Post (March 17, 2017); Op-Ed:  “Intolerance must not be 

silently tolerated,” The Times of Israel (March 18, 2017); Op-Ed: “An unexpected Trump effect:  

Lawyer as hero,” The Hill (February 24, 2017); “Nonsense You Say,” 48 U. TOL. L. REV. 189, 

(Biennial Symposium on Leadership in Legal Education) (2017). “Hamilton Actor Deserves 

Freedom Medal,” Detroit News (November 27, 2016); “Open Letter to the President-Elect,” 

Detroit News (November 9, 2016); “A Landmark Decision Turns Forty: Buckley v. Valeo,” 25 

Brooklyn J.L. & Policy 11 (2016); “Money and Speech:  Practical Perspectives,” 25 Brooklyn J.L. 

& Pol'y. 255 (2016); “Why Study Legal Studies,” Legal Studies for the Curious loc. 1067 (2016) 

(ebook); “Remarks at Free Speech Symposium,” 25 J.L. & Pol'y 43 (2016); “We, The People,” 

preLaw (Fall 2016); “Civil Education is the Best Practice,” Kutafin University (Russia) Law 

Review (2016); “A Tribute to Judge Kaye,” 81 Brooklyn L. REV 1349 (2016); “The Enduring 

Power of Law,” PreLaw, (Winter 2016); “More Than Memories,” Fighting the World's Fights, 
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25.  Foreword, Brian Jordan OFM, “The Heroic Priesthood of Father William B. Farrell 1867-

1930: Fighting Anti-Catholicism, Waterfront Gangsterism and Government Corruption in New 

Yorkò (2017). 

26.  “A Christmas Carol: Ebenezer Trump and the Ghosts of Americaôs Past, Present and Yet to 

Come,ò Lecture, University of Trento, Italy (November 22, 2017). 

27.  ñJewish Justices of the Supreme Court: from Brandeis to Kagan,ò Remarks American Bar 

Association Annual Meeting New York City, (August 10, 2017).  

28.  ñNonsense You Say,ò 48 U. TOL. L. REV. 189 (2017) (Biennial Leadership Symposium on 

Legal Education). Id. At 255.  

29.  ñA Tribute to Judge Kaye,ò 81 Brooklyn L. Rev. 1349 (2016).  

30.  Symposium on the Past, Present and the Future of Free Speech: ñA Landmark Decision Turns 

Forty:  A Conversation on Buckley v. Valeoò, 25 Journal of Law and Policy II (2016); ñFree Speech 

Under Fire: The Future of the First Amendmentò, Id. At 43; “Money and Speech:  Practical 

Perspectives,ò Id.2 

31.  Lecture, ñThe Competitive Advantage of Legal, Ethical and Moral Conduct in International 

Business (and Politics)ò, Martin Mendelsohn & Syma Mendelsohn Lectureship in International 

Relations at the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Brooklyn College, City University of 

New York (November 10, 2016). 

32.  ñA Dean Grows in Brooklyn,ò 46 U. TOL. L. REV. 273 (2015) (Biennial Leadership 

Symposium on Legal Education). 

33.  ñThe Seven Deadly Virtues of Lobbying,ò 13 Election L. J. 210 (2014).  
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