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OBJECTIVES 

1. Define Moral Injury and its relationship to the military. 

2. Describe strategies and interventions for therapists, health care providers, and           

faith-based  providers to address moral injury. 

3. Familiarize with a tool to screen for moral injury for military members. 

4. Describe the role of the Florida National Guard in recognition and intervention             

for moral injury. 

5. Describe local community resources to address moral injury. 

 
Speaker Introductions . . . . . . .Brigadier General (Retired) Valeria Gonzales-Kerr                                    

    WŀŎƪǎƻƴǾƛƭƭŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎ 
 
Moral Injury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cecilia Yocum, Ph.D.  
    !ǳǘƘƻǊΣ άIŜƭǇ ŦƻǊ aƻǊŀƭ  LƴƧǳǊȅΥ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ LƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴǎέ 
 
Moral Injury Questionnaire . . . . . . . . .Colonel (Retired) Lynnette Kennison, Ph.D. 
              W¦ {hb CŀŎǳƭǘȅ ŀƴŘ ±.{b tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
 
State Military Efforts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chaplain (Colonel) Anthony P. Clark 
      CƭƻǊƛŘŀ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ !ǊƳȅ ŀƴŘ !ƛǊ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ DǳŀǊŘ 
 

Local Community Resources  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Reverend Jeffrey L. Smith, M.Div. 
                         CƛǊǎǘ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ό5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎύ 
 
Discussion & Questions/Answers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Panel 



 

      Cecilia Yocum, Ph.D. 

Dr. Kennison received both a PhD and MSN from the University of  Florida, 

specializing in psychiatric nursing. She received an MA from Liberty University 

in counseling and a BSN from the University of Colorado. She maintains a part

-time private practice as a psychiatric nurse practitioner to diagnose and treat 

mental illnesses. She also serves as a consultant to the Vet Center in        

Jacksonville since 2007.   

A retired Colonel (2005) from the Florida Army National Guard, commissioned 

for 30 years, Dr. Kennison’s military career includes being one of the first females in the Air Force ROTC at 



 

Chaplain (COL) Anthony P. Clark 

Reverend Jeffrey L. Smith, M.Div. 

A disabled veteran, Reverend Jeffrey L. Smith, M.Div., CFRM served as an aviation 
anti-submarine   warfare operator with VS 21, NAS North Island, San Diego, CA 
1968-1971. After ordination he served as a Chaplain in the Army Reserve and Army 
National Guard, before going on active duty as an Army Chaplain at Ft. Benning, 
GA., 1986-1989. Reverend Jeffrey Smith earned his B.A. from Scarritt College, 
Nashville, TN.  Rev. Smith also attended graduate school at Vanderbilt University 
before receiving his Masters of Divinity from Lexington Theological Seminary, KY. 

Trained in Non-Profit Fundraising Management and Mediation, Rev. Smith began to study Moral Injury 
with reading and seminars presented by Soul Repair Center of the Brite Divinity School and by the  
Quaker House of Fayetteville, NC.  Rev. Smith, along with others, spent several months attempting to 
design and begin a Moral Injury Support Group consisting of Veterans and persons who serve the      
veteran population in Jacksonville using a twelve step Moral Development Group model developed at 
the Brite Divinity School in Ft. Worth, TX. The moral injury group failed to attract sufficient number of         
veterans to participate and so it ended. 

Rev. Smith continues to serve on the Executive Committee of and trainer for Paws4Vets PTS/MTS     
Centers, Wilmington, NC and speaks to groups about the reality of Moral Injury among our veteran    
population. 

Chaplain (Colonel) Anthony P. Clark serves as the Command  Chaplain for the 
Florida Army and Air National Guard. His thirty years of uniformed service       
includes enlisted service in the Military Intelligence Corps, training as a Chaplain 
Candidate and twenty years of experience as a Chaplain in the Florida Army   
National Guard.  

 

Chaplain Clark’s military education includes Army Basic Training, Modern Standard Arabic and Syrian 
Dialect, Electronic Warfare and Signal Intelligence Voice Interceptor Course, Basic Airborne Training, 
Primary Leadership Development Course, Chaplain Officer Basic Course, Chaplain Captain Career 
Course and Intermediate Level Education through the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College. 
His additional training includes Defense Support to Civil Authorities, Critical Incident Stress               

Management, Suicide Awareness and Prevention and PREP (divorce-prevention and relation-
ship-education).  

 Chaplain Clark’s military awards include the Meritorious Service Medal, Army Commendation Medal, 
Army Achievement Medal, Army Reserve Components Achievement Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with “M” device, Non-
Commissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon, Army Service Ribbon, Florida Commendation 
Medal and Mississippi Emergency Service Medal. He has also been recognized as Minister of the Year. 



 

  Never Seldom Some-
times 

Often 

1. Things I saw/experienced in the war left me feeling be-
trayed or let-down by military/political leaders 

        

2. I did things in the war that betrayed my personal values         

3.  There were times in the war that I saw/engaged in re-
venge/retribution for things that happened 

        

4.  I had an encounter(s) with the enemy that made him/her 
seem more “human” and made my job more difficult 

        

5.  I saw/was involved in violations of rules of engagement         

6.  I saw/was involved in the death(s) of an innocent in the 
war 

        

7.  I feel guilty over failing to save the life of someone in the 
war 

        

8.  I had to make decisions in the war at times when I didn’t 
know the right thing to do 

        

10.  I saw/was involved in violence that was out of proportion 
to the event 

        

11.  I saw/was involved in the death(s) of children         

12.  I experienced tragic warzone events that were chaotic 
and beyond my control 

        

13.  I sometimes treated civilians more harshly than was nec-
essary 

        

14.  I felt betrayed or let-down by trusted civilians during the 
war 

        

15.  I saw/was involved in a “friendly-fire” incident         

16.  I destroyed civilian property unnecessarily during the war         

17.  Seeing so much death has changed me         

18.  I made mistakes in the warzone that led to injury or 
death 

        

19.  I came to realize during the war that I enjoyed violence         

MORAL INJURY QUESTIONNAIRE—MILITARY VERSON 
Directions:  Serving in the military can entail exposure to many stressful life events.  Considering your       
possible war-zone deployment(s) and military service in general, please indicate how often you experienced 
the following types of events.  Please read each statement carefully. 
 
 

   



 

Help for Moral Injury:  

         Strategies and Interventions 
Dr. Cecilia Yocum, PhD. 

 

INITIAL STEPS 

1. Prepare to work with people with moral injury 
2. Educate yourself about moral injury- Download these resources from Quaker House 
https://www.quakerhouse.org/content/quaker

https://www.quakerhouse.org/content/quaker-house-moral-injury-resources
https://www.quakerhouse.org/sites/default/files/resources/Quaker%20House%20Moral%20Injury%202017%20General%20Animated.pdf
https://www.quakerhouse.org/sites/default/files/resources/Quaker%20House%20moral%20injury%20resources.pdf
https://www.quakerhouse.org/sites/default/files/resources/Quaker%20House%20moral%20injury%20church%20help.pdf




http://linkedin.com/in/tcdavis3
http://ivw.website




 

A WORD OF THANKS 

The Veteran BSN Program wishes to express its thanks to . . . 

Lakeview Health for offering Continuing Education Units (CEUs) for mental health 

counselors. 

Jacksonville University for offering Continuing Education Units (CEUs) for nursing 

professionals RNs, ARNPs, CNSs, and LPNs. 

Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), an agency of the U. S.         

Department of Health and Human Services for grant support which allowed for the 

Veteran BSN  to present this program. 

JU KEIGWIN SCHOOL OF NURSING, VETERAN BSN PROGRAM 

In the Fall of 2013, the Jacksonville University Keigwin School of Nursing was awarded a fed-

eral grant by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA Grant # UF1HP26485), 

an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, to enhance recruitment, 

advanced education, graduation, employment and retention of qualified Veterans seeking 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) degrees. The Jacksonville University Keigwin School of 

Nursing was one of only nine nursing schools nationally to be awarded the grant. 

ABOUT VBSN 

TONIGHT’S PROGRAM  WILL BE AVAILABLE ON LINE BEGINNING APRIL 20, 2017 GO TO:                      

www.ju.edu/moralinjury  
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